Padllution

POLLUTION QUIZ

Procedure:
Determineif the answers aretrue or fase.

1. If groundwater gets contaminated, then surface water like lakes and streams can
become polluted adso, sincethetwo are often connected.

2. Snce goundwater lies far below the land surface, the soil fully protects it from
contamination.

3. Contaminantsthat enter the groundwater may remain there for decades.
4.  Most goundwater contamination is caused by big business and industry.
5. Thereislittlethat individua residents can do about water contamination.
6.  If water makes a good tastingcup of teg, it is safe.

7. Household animals may contributetothe pollution of my water.

8. Wecan dwaystreat our water to makeit drinkable.

9.  Fetilizingmy lawn does not pollutethe waer.

10.  Rurd areas do not have water problems.

Quiz taken from NDSU Extension Service, North Dakota State University in Fargo, ND 58105

118 « W &er in theEnvironment
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Answers:

1.

10.

True. Mog surface water interacts with undergound water sources. Thus, if
goundwater is contaminated, connecting springs, streams, and lakes may suffer the
consequences as well.

False. Although the soil does filter out many contaminants, it does na protect the
groundwater entirely.

True. Groundwaer moves very slowly through the aquifers a arate of only inches per
day. Some contaminants that reach the groundwater break down slowly or not & al, and
move slowly withthewater. Therefore, groundwater may contain these contaminants for
many years.

Fal se. Business and industry contribute to the problems in the water pollution however,
municipd, agricultura, and household sources of contamination must be recognized.
False. Individuas can dter their lifestyles to reduce their impact on water use and
qudlity (recycling solid waste, water conservation). The government at al levels has a
magjor responsibility to protect our waer supply but it is dso up to individuds to help
solve the problems.

False. Many pollutarts are odorless, tageless, and colorless. If any are present, even
boiling might not removethem. Testingby alaboratory isthe best assurance of quality.
Sate and federal laws requirethe testing of public water supplies, but tesing of a private
wdll is up tothe homeowner. If your family uses a private well as a source of household
water, find out when the mog recent tes was performed and what the results indicated.
True. When many animas are concentrated in an area, such as alivestock yard, anima
wastes can be aproblem if not properly managed.

True. Intheory, we can dwaystreat our water to makeit drinkable. However, in reality
there is a point reached where it can no longer be feasible or affordable to purify our
water. Prevention of contamination through car eful |and use and educating the public can
pratect us from costly treatment.

False. Lawn fertilizer may increase the nitrate level in groundwater and rain washes
nitrates into the sail.

False. Rurd aess can have problems of pesticide, fertilizer, and petroleum
contamination, as well as problems of water shortages.
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